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The Montana Farm Bureau is happy to provide the Legislative Report Card 
for the 67th Montana Legislative Session.  This report card provides our 
members with a comprehensive look at the voting record of our Montana 
legislators.  

All voting reports, including ours, have a degree of subjectivity.  It would 
be extremely difficult to include all of the bills that Montana Farm Bureau 
follows, nor does any voting record tell the entire story of a legislator’s sup-
port of Montana agriculture. Face to face interaction along with attitudes 
and actions cannot be fully addressed in preparing a report card. 

I want to first thank the staff of the Montana Legislature. This was a session like no other in our 
history and their hard work behind the scene made the hybrid in-person/virtual session successful.

Agriculture is Montana’s largest industry and there are many issues addressed during the session 
that have a profound effect on our farmers and ranchers. Farm Bureau is actively implementing 
our member’s policy on those issues.  I would like to especially thank our Legislative Team, Nicole 
Rolf and Rachel Cone.  Both are well-respected lobbyists in Helena where they represent Mon-
tana Farm Bureau and the agricultural industry with dignity and professionalism.  I would also like 
to recognize the team at the Farm Bureau office; their support of our legislative efforts help make 
every aspect of our lobbying effort efficient and effective.

We also need to thank our 150 citizen legislators for their service to the state of Montana.  Whether 
we agree or disagree on an issue, they spend a great deal of time away from their homes and jobs 
in order to represent the interests of their constituents.  

Agriculture had a successful session.  We were able to successfully represent our members’ inter-
ests on bills that protect senior water rights, protect private property, provide fair taxation for agri-
cultural land and fund our Ag Experiment Stations and Extension Service.  

Lastly I would like to thank you, the Farm Bureau members for your support and involvement in the 
entire policy development and legislative process.  Your participation allows us to continue to rep-
resent you in Helena.  We look forward to your continued support for Montana Farm Bureau, your 
Voice of Agriculture in Helena and beyond.

Executive Vice President’s Message



Legislative Report Card Scoring Methodology
Each bill included in the report card is weighted by a factor of 5, 10, or 15 based on its importance to Montana’s agricultural industry 
and relevance to MFBF policy.

Floor Votes:
Scores for floor votes are assigned a value of 1-4 based on the percentage of legislators who voted in favor of the MFBF position.  If 
more than 90% of legislators vote “yes” on a bill that MFBF supports, it is awarded 1 point.  If 75% or more of the vote is in favor of our 
position the bill is awarded 2 points, for votes of 50% or more 3 points are awarded and for votes where 50% or fewer legislators voted 
in our favor 4 points are given.  Zero points are given for votes against the MFBF position.    
 Example:
 MFBF supported SB/HB XXX and its weighted score was 10 points.  More than 75% of legislators supported our position and   
 voted ‘yes’ which resulted in 2 points being awarded for this vote.  Based on the assigned score and the additional weighted   
 amount, this vote is worth 12 pts.  Senators who vote our position on this bill receive 12 pts while senators who opposed MFBF  
 receive zero points.

Committee Votes:
Legislators receive 1 point for supporting the MFBF position during a committee vote.  No points are deducted for votes that don’t sup-
port the MFBF position.

In the instance of a bill being tabled in committee, legislators who supported MFBF’s position will receive the 1 point plus the weighted 
factor assigned to that bill.  

Sponsorship Points:
Legislators sponsoring bills MFBF supports will receive additional points commensurate with the weighted factor of the bill (5, 10, or 
15).  Legislators sponsoring bills MFBF opposes will lose the number of points commensurate with the weighted factor of the bill (5, 
10, or 15).



Senator Mike Lang, SD 17, Malta - Report Card Score: 118%
Senator Lang is certainly an example of a great legislator, gaining one of the highest 
scores in MFBF history. Sen. Lang is a small town business owner and longtime rural 
Montanan. He fully understands the needs and concerns of our rural lifestyle. Sen. Lang 
always considers the best interests of agriculture and Montana’s farm and ranch families. 
We value his thoughtfulness, insight and dependability. Sen. Lang was a pivotal member 
as the chair of Senate Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation Committee, in addition to his 
service on other important committees that impact agriculture. Sen. Lang sponsored many 
bills this session that MFBF policy supported and we thank him for these important bills. 

Representative Josh Kassmier, HD 27, Fort Benton - Report Card Score: 125%
Representative Kassmier is the boots on the hill we always talk about. As a crop adjuster, 
he spends every day working in agriculture. In addition to agriculture, Rep. Kassmier has 
always had a strong interest in politics and policy, shown by his background of a degree 
in Political Science, as well as his experience working in Washington, DC. We value his 
experience, commitment and trustworthiness throughout this 67th Legislative Session. 
Rep. Kassmier showed his commitment and pride in agriculture in more than just one way, 
serving as chair of the House Agriculture Committee and sponsoring a large number of 
priority bills for MFBF.  

Outstanding Friend of Farm Bureau Award Winners

Agriculture’s Legislative Award Winners
Being a legislator is a true service to constituents. There are a tremendous number of demands put upon elected 
officials during the session, as well as during the interim. Hundreds of different interests are constantly asking for 
support or opposition on what must seem like an endless number of bills. Farm Bureau does our best to help 
legislators prioritize agriculture in their deliberations. We appreciate the efforts of the legislators who worked to 
pass positive legislation and went out of their way to help kill bad bills. 

This award is given to the Senator and Representative who had the highest overall scores on MFBF’s legislative 
scorecard; these legislators demonstrated their support of Montana agriculture through their voting record, bill 
sponsorship and leadership within various committees.



Distinguished Service Golden Plow Award Winner
This award is given to a termed-out legislator who has exhibited exemplary service and dedication to 
agriculture in their tenure as a Montana legislator.

Senator Duane Ankney, SD 20, Colstrip
Senator Ankney is no stranger to the legislature after 16 years of service in both the 
House and the Senate. Full of stories, insight and wisdom, Sen. Ankney is coming to 
the end of his long tenure at the legislature. While Sen. Ankney is known for his depth 
of knowledge in natural resources, especially when it comes to coal, he has always 
had the back of agriculture and supported Montana Farm Bureau. Over the years, this 
legislator is more than deserving of the Golden Plow Award, with constant high marks 
from Farm Bureau and undoubting support for the industry.

Senator Brian Hoven, SD 13, Great Falls
Senator Hoven is a well-respected member of the Legislature. As Chair of the Senate 
Taxation Committee as well as serving on the Senate Natural Resources Committee 
and the Senate Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation Committee, Montana Farm Bureau 
worked with Sen. Hoven frequently, and that was just this year. With three terms in the 
House, and then another four in the Senate, Sen. Hoven is has earned the Golden 
Plow Award. We appreciate his commitment to agriculture and will greatly miss the 
opportunity to work with him in the 2023 Legislative Session.

Representative Kenneth Walsh, HD 71, Twin Bridges  
Representative Walsh has been engaged and motivated since he decided to run for 
office. Rep. Walsh first came to the MFBF Campaign School in March 2020 where we 
began our friendship with him. As a banker and rancher, he is a great representative 
of agriculture at the Capitol. Rep. Walsh spent his first session serving on the House 
Agriculture Committee, House Natural Resources Committee and House State Admin-
istration Committee. This session he sponsored quite a few bills that MFBF supported, 
including HB 94 which expands loan types in the Montana Farmer Loan Repayment 
Assistant Program. This bill is important to help students get back to the farm or 
ranch. We look forward to seeing Rep. Walsh’s future in the Montana Legislature. 

2021 Rookie of the Year Award Winner
This award is given to a freshman legislator who went above and beyond in learning the legislative process and 
doing his best to serve agriculture and rural Montana.



Silver Windmill Award Winners
These legislators scored in the highest percentages on our Report Card, sponsored priority legislation, served on 
important committees, secured critical votes and were active advocates for Montana agriculture. They deserve 
special applause and recognition.

Sen. Steve Fitzpatrick
SD 10, Great Falls 
Score: 107%

Sen. Jason Ellsworth
SD 43, Hamilton 
Score: 106%

Sen. Greg Hertz
SD 6, Polson 
Score: 106%

Sen. Walt Sales
SD 35, Manhattan 
Score: 104%

Sen. Kenneth Bogner
SD 19, Miles City 
Score: 103%

Sen. Daniel Salomon
SD 47, Ronan 
Score: 103%

Sen. Jason Small
SD 21, Busby 
Score: 103%

Sen. Bob Brown
SD 7, Thompson Falls 
Score: 102%

Sen. Ryan Osmundson
SD 15, Buffalo 
Score: 100%

Sen. Jeff Welborn
SD 36, Dillon
Score: 102%

Sen. Mark Blasdel
SD 4, Kalispell
Score: 102%

Sen. Cary Smith
SD 27, Billings 
Score: 102%

Sen. Mike Cuffe
SD 1, Eureka 
Score: 100%

Sen. Chris Friedel
SD 26, Billings
Score: 100%

Sen. Doug Kary
SD 22, Billings 
Score: 100%

Rep. David Bedey
HD 86, Hamilton 
Score: 106%

Rep. Llew Jones
HD 18, Conrad 
Score: 106%

Rep. Ken Holmlund
HD 38, Miles City 
Score: 104%

Rep. Ross Fitzgerald
HD 17, Fairfield 
Score: 104%

Rep. Fred Anderson
HD 20, Great Falls
Score: 103%

Rep. Brian Putnam
HD 9, Kalispell 
Score: 103%

Rep. Julie Dooling
HD 70, Helena
Score: 102%

Rep. Wendy McKamey
HD 19, Ulm
Score: 102%

Rep. Marty Malone
HD 59, Pray
Score: 101%

Rep. Tom Welch
HD 72, Dillon 
Score: 101%

Rep. Ed Buttrey
HD 21, Great Falls 
Score: 101%

Rep. Casey Knudsen
HD 33, Malta 
Score: 101%

House (101%+ voting record)Senate (100%+ voting record)



House Bill 121: Require elected official approval of local health board 
and officer actions 
Sponsored by Representative David Bedey (R), HD 86

MFBF supported HB 121, which worked to ensure that local health officials 
cannot have detrimental impact on rural economies. Local elected officials 
would have a say in decisions made to ensure there is a voice that was 
elected by the people. HB 121 has been signed by the Governor.

House Bill 252: Non-refundable tax credit for employer-paid education 
of trade professions
Sponsored by Representative Llew Jones (R), HD 18

This bill only got better as it made its way through the process, with amend-
ments that added even more trade professions who could take advantage of 
the tax credits for trades education and training expenses. Welders, me-
chanics, electricians, and many more, now including logging and lumbering, 
trucking, and water well drillers, are all critical trades for our rural communi-
ties and our ranching businesses. HB 252, providing income tax credits to 
employers who send employees to skilled trade training, was signed into law.

House Bill 302: Require county approval to relocate bison
Sponsored by Representative Josh Kassmier (R), HD 27

This bill has been on the priority list for many sessions and MFBF is proud 
to report that this bill has once again been passed by the Legislature, and 
finally signed into law by Governor Gianforte. Similar versions have been 
passed in previous sessions, but vetoed by the former governor. HB 302 
requires county approval to relocate wild bison. It maintains provisions of 
law that require wild bison to meet certain conditions, but adds an additional 
layer of protection for local landowners by requiring approval from the board 
of county commissioners before bison can be released in the relevant county. 
This legislation is key to providing local control, protecting private property 
rights, and helping guarantee local input on an issue that has been extremely 
controversial over the last ten years.

House Bill 303: Revise business equipment tax laws: Business Invest-
ment Grows (BIG) Jobs Act 
Sponsored by Representative Josh Kassmier (R), HD 27

MFBF was one of the many strong supporters of HB 303, a bill to reduce the 
business equipment tax. This bill significantly reduces the tax by increasing 

the exemption from $100,00 to $300,000. This is a big win for Montana’s 
farmers, ranchers and other small business owners and something MFBF 
and the business community have been working toward for many sessions. It 
was passed by the Legislature and has been signed by the Governor.

House Bill 318: Clarify definition of bison
Sponsored by Representative Kenneth Holmlund (R), HD 38

Montana Farm Bureau member policy supports this bill that clarifies that 
wild bison are defined as those animals that have never been reduced to 
captivity, have never been subject to per capita fees and have never been 
owned by a person. These are important clarifications that clear up any 
ambiguity between wild bison and bison as livestock. This bill has been 
signed by the Governor.

House Bill 554: Require legislative approval of national heritage areas, 
historic trails 
Sponsored by Representative Josh Kassmier (R), HD 27 

HB 554 was an important and timely bill, taking direct action on new MFBF 
policy resolutions. This bill adds a protective layer for property rights, making 
it so that before the federal government can establish a national heritage 
area, the Montana Legislature must approve it. This allows for more local 
control and for elected leaders to have their say. This bill has been passed by 
the Legislature and signed by the Governor. We thank Rep. Kassmier for this 
important MFBF-supported bill. 

House Bill 660: Funding for Made in Montana program 
Sponsored by Rep. Josh Kassmier (R), HD 27

The Made in Montana, Grown in Montana, and Native American Made in 
Montana programs offer a free marketing resource for many sorts of 
Montana producers. This bill would add $200,000 in additional funding to the 
program. MFBF supported this bill, pointing out that our farming and ranching 
members believe that this existing, voluntary marketing program satisfies the 
demand for consumer transparency. This funding will allow the Made in 
Montana program to grow and offer more resources to the producers who 
choose to participate. This bill has been signed by the Governor.

Montana Farm Bureau’s Priority Bill Summaries



House Bill 681: Create agricultural transportation enhancement account 
for port authorities
Sponsored by Representative Josh Kassmier (R), HD 27

An important bill for agriculture and a way to add value to the agriculture in-
dustry in Montana, HB 681 sets up an account for “agricultural transportation 
enhancement”. This account would allow the state to assist in infrastructure 
development of ports in Montana. Currently, Shelby and Butte have ports but 
do not have the proper means when it comes to infrastructure to accomplish 
the goal. This fund can help, allowing these ports to work and then allowing 
Montana products to go from Montana directly to a country that desires these 
products. This bill has been passed by the Legislature and has been signed 
by the Governor. 

HJ 7: Joint resolution regarding the St. Mary and Milk River project
Sponsored by Representative Casey Knudsen (R), HD 33 

This important resolution urges Congress, the Department of the Interior 
and the Bureau of Reclamation to repair the funding allocation structure and 
authorize funding for the replacement and rehabilitation of the St. Mary River 
Diversion and Milk River Project. This infrastructure was built in 1903 and 
provides water for irrigation, consumption, recreation and tribal use across 
north-central Montana. The Milk River Project provides drinking water for 
more than 19,000 people along the Hi-Line and supplies irrigation water 
to more than 700 farms with the capacity to feed 1 million people annually. 
When the Drop 5 structure of the Milk River Project in north-central Montana 
failed in May 2020, project beneficiaries paid 48% of the cost to replace and 
improve the structures. The total cost of rehabilitation is estimated to cost 
more than $200 million, with requirements that project beneficiaries (irriga-
tors) pay for 74% of those costs. This is not a reasonable or sustainable cost 
for irrigators to carry. This resolution asks for the Department of the Interior 
and Bureau of Reclamation to assist in the rehabilitation and replacement of 
the structures and to reconsider the funding methods to make modernizing 
this structure sustainable for all water users. This resolution was passed with 
no obligation through the legislature and sent on to the national level. 

SB 55: Revise the Process for Water Right Ownership Updates
Sponsored by Senator Jill Cohenour (D), SD 42

MFBF supported this bill that brought all the hard work done during the inter-
im session to a solution to ensure accurate record keeping of water rights. 
The bill will help to ensure precise updates for water rights, for the specific 
geocode of that water and to show property ownership that properly cor-
relates to the water rights. The bill also adds language to ownership update 
protocol so that records are updated to reflect a new owner within 30 days. 

It requires files to be submitted by the buyer and seller involved and commu-
nication between the Dept. of Revenue and the Dept. of Natural Resources 
– where the records are kept. This bill was signed by the Governor and has 
been put into law. 

Senate Bill 63: Establish wind and solar development ground lease for 
state trust lands
Sponsored by Senator Duane Ankney (R), SD 20 

The main premise of this bill is to remove wind, solar and geothermal energy 
lessees from a commercial classification on leases for state trust lands. In 
the bill, there is particular language which clarifies and protects agricultural 
lease holders’ compensation for improvements they have made to the land in 
the case that a wind, solar or geothermal lease hinders the agricultural lease 
holder’s ability to utilize their grazing lease. This ensures lessees who add 
improvements to state land are properly reimbursed for self-funded improve-
ments in the same way they would be if the grazing or agricultural lease 
changed hands. This bill has become law. 

Senate Bill 65: Revise civil liability laws
Sponsored by Senator Steve Fitzpatrick (R), SD 10 

This bill started out the session to set a theme to get Montana back to work 
and to get small businesses and rural communities on a good path to get 
back on their feet after the pandemic. This bill was one of the first MFBF 
supported and the first MFBF tracked bill that was signed into law! SB 65 
limits liability for businesses for damages related to COVID-19, except in the 
case of gross negligence. We thank the Governor and Senator Fitzpatrick for 
their work and dedication to getting Montana back to a survivable business 
climate. 

Senate Bill 136: Clarify criteria for permits and water right changes
Sponsored by Senator Steve Fitzpatrick (R), SD 10

Montana Farm Bureau supported this bill that clarifies language on the leg-
islative intent of what “existing legal demand” means. This bill strikes “exist-
ing legal demand” and inserts “EXISTING LEGAL DEMANDS OF WATER 
RIGHTS”. This clarifies that water quantity is what is being determined when 
issuing a water right. This bill passed out of committee and through both 
chambers with little to no opposition and has been transmitted to the 
Governor and signed into law. 



Senate Bill 159: Personal Income Tax Relief Act
Sponsored by Senator Greg Hertz (R), SD 6

SB 159 offers a simple reduction in income tax on any taxable income in 
excess of $18,700. This might be viewed as ‘phase 1’ of the Governor’s tax 
relief plan. This bill reduces the top income tax bracket rate from 6.9% to 
6.75%. This bill was signed and has become law.

Senate Bill 164: Revise non-degradation standard for nitrates  
Sponsored by Senator Carl Glimm (R), SD 2

MFBF opposed SB 164 on the premise of the change made in the bill that 
would create “ALL SOURCES” when evaluating nitrate as nitrogen in ground-
water through discharge. This change would have made agriculture, which 
is a non-significant nitrate discharge source to be evaluated in the same 
category of different types of sewage and nitrate discharge. This bill was 
amended to remove the “ALL SOURCES” language, at MFBF’s request. 
With the amendment, it allows continued evaluation of agriculture discharges 
separately from sewage. This bill did not get concurred on 2nd reading on 
the House Floor and subsequently died. 

Senate Bill 249: Revise funding for the Montana greater sage grouse 
stewardship act
Sponsored by Senator Mike Lang (R), SD 17

The Montana Sage Grouse Stewardship Act is a key piece of our state’s 
sage grouse management efforts. This is important to farmers, ranchers and 
other private landowners who care for valuable sage grouse habitat. We’re 
working hard to keep the sage grouse off the Endangered Species List, and 
the Greater Sage Grouse Stewardship Act offers funding and other resourc-
es that help landowners mitigate risk for the birds. The stewardship act has 
historically been funded primarily through the Department of Natural Re-
sources, where the Montana Sage Grouse Oversight Team is housed. This 
bill would incorporate a cost-sharing mechanism so that the Department of 
Fish, Wildlife, and Parks can also contribute to this program. This just makes 
good sense and offers another logical funding source to care for this shared 
wildlife responsibility. This bill has been signed into law.

Senate Bill 297: ConnectMT Act to establish broadband deployment
Sponsored by Senator Jason Ellsworth (R), SD 43

The need for rural broadband is not a new one, but the pandemic pushed the 
need for it even more. This bill creates a path for unserved or underserved 
areas in the state when it comes to access to broadband. From remote 
learning and working, to new and innovative agricultural practices utilizing 

technology, this bill can provide the necessary funding to accomplish these 
goals. This bill passed through the legislature, offering a few amendments to 
be able to take advantage of some of the federal funding that has come from 
the American Rescue Plan Act. MFBF supports this important legislation and 
looks forward to seeing the Governor sign this. 

Senate Bill 306: Revise structure of fish and game commission
Sponsored by Senator Mike Lang (R), SD 17 

Montana’s Fish and Wildlife Commission serves an important advisory capac-
ity to the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks. This bill amends law so that 
the number of commissioners increase from five to seven, and that four of 
those seven must be landowners engaged in agricultural production. Montana 
Farm Bureau supported the increased agricultural representation proposed 
here. This bill, amended in the House, then rejected amendments in the 
Senate, was sent to conference, where they agreed that three of the commis-
sioners should be agricultural producers. We support this compromise and 
appreciate seeing the bi-partisan support this proposal has received so far. 
This bill passed the legislature, but unfortunately was vetoed by the Governor.

Senate Bill 307: Revise liability limits for irrigation operators
Sponsored by Senator Mike Lang (R), SD 17 

This bill deals with liability centering on an irrigation structure. This bill ex-
pands the meaning of what an irrigation ditch is to encompass many different 
types of irrigation infrastructure so that liability is limited on more than just 
one type of irrigation ditch. This bill also passed the legislature and has been 
signed into law.

Senate Bill 338: Revise civil liability laws 
Sponsored by Senator Mike Lang (R), SD 17

This bill has been passed and signed into law, it states that a landowner 
owes no duty of care to a trespasser in regards to the condition of the prop-
erty, meaning that if someone trespasses on a property and gets injured in 
any way – the property owner is not liable for those damages, unless there 
is willful or wanton misconduct on the part of the owner. This bill passed the 
legislature and has been signed into law.



Bill HB 
121

HB 
252

HB 
302

HB
303

HB 
318

HB 
554

HB 
660

HB 
681

HJ 
7

SB 
55

SB 
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SB 
65

SB 
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SB 
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SB 
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SB 
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SB 
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SB 
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SB 
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Floor 
Vote
Pts
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Pts

Com-
mittee 

Pts

Total 
Pts Score Final 

Grade
Our Position S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S

Possible Points 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 247

Senator

Ankney, Duane 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 247 5 5 257 104% A+

Bennett, Bryce 0 17 0 13 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 11 11 0 17 0 131 0 131 53% F

Blasdel, Mark 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 247 4 251 102% A+

Bogner, Kenneth 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 247 7 254 103% A+

Boland, Carlie 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 11 11 0 17 0 101 3 104 42% F

Boldman, Ellie 0 17 0 13 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 0 17 0 157 2 159 64% D

Brown, Bob 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 247 6 253 102% A+

Cohenour, Jill 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 11 11 0 17 0 101 10 4 115 47% F

Cuffe, Mike 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 247 1 248 100% A

Ellis, Janet 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 11 11 0 17 0 101 4 105 43% F

Ellsworth, Jason 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 247 10 4 261 106% A+

Esp, John 18 0 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 230 1 231 94% A

Fitzpatrick, Steve 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 0 17 18 236 25 3 264 107% A+

Flowers, Pat 0 0 0 13 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 0 11 11 0 17 0 127 4 131 53% F

Fox, Mike 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 11 11 0 17 18 119 1 120 49% F

Friedel, Chris 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 247 1 248 100% A

Gauthier, Terry 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 0 17 18 236 3 239 97% A

Gillespie, Bruce 18 0 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 0 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 223 13 236 96% A

Glimm, Carl 18 0 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 230 -5 1 226 91% A

Gross, Jen 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 0 0 11 11 0 17 0 85 0 85 34% F

Hertz, Greg 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 247 10 4 261 106% A+

Hinebauch, Steve 18 0 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 230 2 232 94% A

Hoven, Brian 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 247 12 259 105% A+

Howard, David 18 0 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 230 2 232 94% A

Jacobson, Tom 0 17 0 13 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 0 17 0 157 4 161 65% D

Montana Senate Voting Score Card “Our Position” Key:  
S - Support
O - Oppose



Montana Senate Voting Score Card
Bill HB 

121
HB 
252

HB 
302

HB
303

HB 
318

HB 
554

HB 
660

HB 
681

HJ 
7

SB 
55

SB 
63

SB 
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SB 
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SB 
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SB 
249

SB 
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SB 
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SB 
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Floor 
Vote
Pts

Spon-
sor 
Pts

Com-
mittee 

Pts

Total 
Pts Score Final 

Grade
Our Position S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S

Possible Points 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 247

Senator

Kary, Doug 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 247 1 248 100% A

Keenan, Bob 18 0 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 230 2 232 94% A

Lang, Mike 18 0 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 230 50 11 291 118% A+

Lynch, Ryan 0 17 0 13 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 0 17 18 175 4 179 72% C

Manzella, Theresa 18 0 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 13 0 11 11 17 18 206 1 207 84% B

McClafferty, Edie 0 17 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 13 0 0 11 11 0 17 0 115 2 117 47% F

McGillvray, Tom 18 0 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 230 1 231 94% A

McNally, Mary 0 0 0 13 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 0 11 11 0 17 0 127 1 128 52% F

Molnar, Brad 18 0 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 0 0 16 13 11 11 0 17 18 199 2 201 81% B

Morigeau, Shane 0 17 0 13 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 0 11 11 0 17 0 144 1 145 59% F

O'Brien, Shannon 0 17 0 13 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 11 11 0 17 0 131 5 136 55% F

Osmundson, Ryan 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 0 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 240 7 247 100% A

Pomnichowski, JP 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 0 0 11 11 0 17 0 85 2 87 35% F

Pope, Christopher 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 0 0 11 11 0 17 0 85 1 86 35% F

Regier, Keith 18 0 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 230 1 231 94% A

Sales, Walt 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 247 9 256 104% A+

Salomon, Daniel 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 247 7 254 103% A+

Sands, Diane 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 11 11 0 17 0 101 0 101 41% F

Small, Jason 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 247 7 254 103% A+

Smith, Cary 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 247 4 251 102% A+

Sweeney, Mark 0 17 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 0 11 11 0 17 0 131 2 133 54% F

Tempel, Russ 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 0 11 17 18 236 3 239 97% A

Vance, Gordon 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 0 6 0 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 225 6 231 94% A

Webber, Susan 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 0 11 11 0 17 0 114 4 118 48% F

Welborn, Jeff 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 11 11 11 17 18 247 5 252 102% A+

“Our Position” Key:  
S - Support
O - Oppose



“Our Position” Key:  
S - Support
O - Oppose
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Possible Points 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 8 11 11 11 17 18 255

Representative

Abbott, Kim 0 0 0 0 0 17 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 17 0 137 0 137 54% F

Anderson, Fred 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 8 11 11 11 17 18 255 7 262 103% A+

Bartel, Dan 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 0 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 240 1 241 95% A

Beard, Becky 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 8 255 100% A

Bedey, David 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 8 11 11 11 17 18 255 15 1 271 106% A+

Berglee, Seth 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 2 249 98% A

Bertoglio, Marta 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 8 11 11 11 17 18 255 0 255 100% A

Binkley, Michele 18 0 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 0 7 0 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 206 7 213 84% B

Bishop, Laurie 0 0 0 0 0 17 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 17 0 137 0 137 54% F

Brewster, Larry 18 17 13 13 0 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 234 3 237 93% A

Buckley, Alice 0 0 0 0 0 17 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 17 0 137 0 137 54% F

Buttrey, Edward 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 8 11 11 11 17 18 255 2 257 101% A+

Caferro, Mary 0 0 0 0 0 17 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 17 0 137 1 138 54% F

Carlson, Jennifer 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 1 248 97% A

Curdy, Willis 0 17 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 0 8 11 11 11 17 0 150 9 159 62% D

Custer, Geraldine 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 8 11 11 11 17 18 255 1 256 100% A

Dooling, Julie 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 8 11 11 11 17 18 255 5 260 102% A+

Dunwell, Mary Ann 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 0 0 103 0 103 40% F

Duram, Neil 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 4 251 98% A

Farris-Olsen, Robert 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 17 0 120 6 126 49% F

Fern, Dave 18 17 0 0 0 17 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 17 0 172 2 174 68% D

Fielder, Paul 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 8 255 100% A

Fitzgerald, Ross 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 8 11 11 11 17 18 255 9 264 104% A+

Fleming, Frank 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 1 248 97% A

France, Tom 18 17 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 0 0 138 7 145 57% F
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Frazer, Gregory 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 8 11 11 11 17 18 255 0 255 100% A

Fuller, John 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 0 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 240 1 241 95% A

Funk, Moffie 0 0 0 0 0 17 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 17 0 137 3 140 55% F

Galloway, Steven 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 7 254 100% A

Galt, Wylie 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 0 247 97% A

Garner, Frank 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 8 11 11 11 17 18 255 1 256 100% A

Gillette, Jane 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 1 248 97% A

Gist, Steve 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 7 254 100% A

Greef, Sharon 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 8 11 11 11 17 18 255 0 255 100% A

Gunderson, Steve 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 7 254 100% A

Hamilton, Jim 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 0 8 11 0 0 17 0 111 1 112 44% F

Harvey, Derek 0 17 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 17 0 137 0 137 54% F

Hawk, Donavon 18 17 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 17 0 155 0 155 61% D

Hayman, Denise 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 0 0 103 1 104 41% F

Hill, Ed 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 234 0 234 92% A

Hinkle, Caleb 18 17 13 13 13 17 0 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 236 3 239 94% A

Hinkle, Jedediah 18 17 13 13 13 17 0 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 236 2 238 93% A

Holmlund, Kenneth 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 8 11 11 11 17 18 255 10 1 266 104% A+

Hopkins, Mike 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 8 11 11 11 17 18 255 1 256 100% A

Jones, Llew 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 8 11 11 11 17 18 255 15 1 271 106% A+

Karjala, Jessica 0 17 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 0 11 17 0 126 0 126 49% F

Kassmier, Josh 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 8 11 11 11 17 18 255 55 9 319 125% A+

Keane, Jim 0 17 0 0 0 17 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 17 0 154 1 155 61% D

Kelker, Kathy 0 0 0 0 0 17 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 17 0 137 0 137 54% F

Keogh, Connie 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 0 0 103 1 104 41% F
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Kerns, Scot 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 3 250 98% A

Kerr-Carpenter, Emma 0 17 0 0 0 17 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 17 0 154 1 155 61% D

Knudsen, Casey 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 5 5 257 101% A+

Knudsen, Rhonda 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 9 256 100% A

Kortum, Kelly 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 0 0 103 1 104 41% F

Lenz, Dennis 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 1 248 97% A

Ler, Brandon 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 0 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 240 6 246 96% A

Loge, Denley 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 3 250 98% A

Malone, Marty 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 11 258 101% A+

Marler, Marilyn 0 17 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 17 0 137 7 144 56% F

Marshall, Ron 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 0 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 240 7 247 97% A

McKamey, Wendy 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 8 11 11 11 17 18 255 5 260 102% A+

Mercer, Bill 18 17 13 13 13 17 0 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 236 0 236 93% A

Mitchell, Braxton 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 4 251 98% A

Moore, Terry 18 0 13 13 13 17 0 11 6 11 0 13 16 13 0 0 11 11 17 18 201 0 201 79% C

Nave, Fiona 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 0 11 17 18 236 1 237 93% A

Noland, Mark 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 6 253 99% A

Novak, Sara 0 17 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 17 0 137 1 138 54% F

Olsen, Andrea 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 0 11 0 0 92 3 95 37% F

Patelis, Jimmy 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 0 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 240 1 241 95% A

Phalen, Bob 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 0 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 240 3 243 95% A

Putnam, Brian 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 8 11 11 11 17 18 255 7 262 103% A+

Read, Joe 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 0 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 240 1 241 95% A

Regier, Matt 18 0 13 13 13 17 0 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 0 11 11 17 18 208 0 208 82% B

Regier, Amy 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 1 248 97% A
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Reksten, Linda 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 1 248 97% A

Ricci, Vince 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 1 248 97% A

Running Wolf, Tyson 0 17 0 0 0 17 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 17 0 154 1 155 61% D

Schillinger, Jerry 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 1 248 97% A

Seekins-Crowe, Kerri 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 3 250 98% A

Sheldon-Galloway, Lola 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 0 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 240 2 242 95% A

Skees, Derek 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 2 249 98% A

Smith, Frank 0 17 0 13 0 17 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 17 0 167 3 170 67% D

Stafman, Ed 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 17 0 120 0 120 47% F

Stewart Peregoy, Sharon 0 17 0 0 0 0 11 0 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 0 0 109 1 110 43% F

Stromswold, Mallerie 18 17 13 13 13 17 0 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 236 1 237 93% A

Sullivan, Katie 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 17 0 120 4 124 49% F

Tenenbaum, Danny 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 0 0 103 0 103 40% F

Thane, Mark 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 0 0 103 0 103 40% F

Trebas, Jeremy 18 17 13 13 13 17 0 11 6 11 0 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 229 3 232 91% A

Tschida, Brad 18 17 13 13 13 17 0 11 6 11 0 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 229 0 229 90% A

Usher, Barry 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 1 248 97% A

Vinton, Sue 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 0 17 18 236 1 237 93% A

Walsh, Kenneth 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 8 11 11 11 17 18 255 10 265 104% A+

Weatherwax, Marvin 0 17 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 0 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 0 0 109 7 116 45% F

Welch, Tom 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 8 11 11 11 17 18 255 3 258 101% A+

Whiteman Pena, Rynalea 0 17 0 0 0 0 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 13 8 11 11 11 0 0 133 3 136 53% F

Whitman, Kathy 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 8 11 11 11 17 18 255 0 255 100% A

Windy Boy, Jonathan 0 17 0 0 0 17 11 11 6 11 7 0 16 0 8 11 11 11 0 0 137 1 138 54% F

Zolnikov, Katie 18 17 13 13 13 17 11 11 6 11 7 13 16 13 0 11 11 11 17 18 247 3 250 98% A
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